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Commander's Message

Mary Lou Caldwell
Comm 3w de

| arm fresh back from our Mational Convention in
LasVegas, with a tote full of ideas. There was a
cofmmon theme as | exchandged ideas and experiences
with DAY and DAY Auxilian members from different
States we come from different backogrounds but we are
still the same. Many of our challenges are wery similar,
ho matter where yvou e in this country. The diversity lies
in the road we travel to a productive solution. 1t was the
Lunanimous feeling that the DAY and DAN Ailiany must
wark together for the health and growth of the
arganization. This philosophy was clearly deltvered in the
messages of our nesy Mational Commanders, DAY

Auxilian commander, Leednn Karg and DAY commander

Fon Hope.

Cnthis point California can bhe a model for ather
districts which are striving for hetter communication. The
DAY and DAY Auxiliary in the Departrment of California
hawe already signed a memorandum of understanding
outlining the duties and relationships of the two bhranches
of the DAV in California.

The Califomia Auxilian waswel represented in
LasVegas all of our line officers attended the
comwention, along with five past state commanders. In
additiontothese indikiduals, many Awilian Linits sent
delegates.

Significant changes to the Mational By laws were
approved. Therewill no londer be a yearly membership.
AgofJuly 1, 2015 all memberships will he life
memberships. Also on this date Junior mermberships will
hecome complimentany. These changes which will be
enacted next July should make membership reciitment
and retention mare successful. You will be receiving

frare detailed information on these changes in the
coming weeks.

Mationally The DAY is preparing for the first
-k runtweallk; on the West Coast in San Diego an
Movermber 9, 2014, Be on the lookout for information
i upcoming mailings. | will hein San Diego, with my
hushand Gordon as avolunteer, along our Adjutant
Julie, and other Auiliary member. | encourage
rembers to volunteer for this event and help make it
an over thetop success. Thisis awondemul way to
wiarl together while having a great time.

Thank: yau for your suppaort!

Mary Lo

Congratulations! !

M ermbership of our Depatment is grosing! e
surpassed our Mational Quota for 201314,

SLFEane Romero (pictured above center) of Lnit
#1487, was awarded a snow globe from Mational
for recruiting more than 15 members.

Alzo, at our recent Mational Convention, Linit
#1487 was recognized for its increased
mermbership.




£ ry[

Membership News

John A. Medvigy
Sr. WEke Commarder

I'm greatl honared to be reelected as Senior
Vice-Comimander, of what in rmy opinian, isthe hest
Departrment of the DAVAL The main responsibility of oy
position isto be the Chair the M embership Committee.
I'd like to convey my apologies to those Linits that
worked hard on membership thisyear and did not get
recognized for their efforts. Through a glitch in
communication, the informration swas not received, and
awards were not given. Actions taken will present this
again.

A3 came to an end, went to San Diego for the
annual Department Corvention. For the Membership
Committee, the two highliahts were when DA A
Mational Commander Susan Miller praised the
Departrment that had made guaota for the first time in
mary years. She also presented Susie Romero, Unit
#1487, with the “Reach For The Stars” Snow Glohe
Award, awarded to those individuals who have recruited
at [east 15 new merbers in that year.

Az '14-1%5 beganin July, things already [ooked great for
the Department. When the Comvention ended, Modesto
Chapter told me they decided to start an Auxiliary Linit.
At the end of June, Palm Springs Chapter asked for
papers to start anather Uinit. Mew guotas have been set
by Mational Headguarters for each Linit in the
Departrment and a few have already attained. By the end
of Juby, Unit #1487 had already reached the quota for
"14-"15 and | have heard ather Units had, too. | hope all
LInits will notify me when they have achieved guota.

[ August, | attended Mational Comvention in Las Vegas,
MY, and sat on the Legigdation Committee. Mary reports
were submitted, but sadly, several reports swere not
wigwwed, a5 some categories had no informmation. To
compete for an award, Lnits must have submitted hours
for Federal, State ANDY L ocal. Each category carries the
same number of points (3O, soeven if a Unit has
hundreds of hours in two categories, it isvitualk
impossible to be consideredwithout points in ALL areas.

M ajor changes hiawe andior will take pla&gqy%n&;g@ .
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Americanism

Samantha Galliher
Jr. Wice Com mavder

[t was e honor and privilege to attend the Mational
Convention in LasVegas thisyear as the Junior Vice
Commander for the Auxiliary.  During our District
freeting | was nominated to be the represent ative for
the Americanism Committee. | was excited asthis
wallld be my first opportunity to see what other Linits
wyere doing to show their support and discover new
ideasthat | could share with our District.

There are so many great things that you can doin
woLr unit throughout the year to shiow your support.
The overall goal of the committee isto select a
winning unit that shioes the most efforts in
Ameticanism.  Our group ended up choosing a Linit
i South Dakota that, inour opinion, had gone aboe
and heyond. Sorme of the things they did were to
place flags at their local Weterans cemetery on
mMermarial Day, Weterans Day, and Fourth of July;
hogting a Vietnam VY eterans G0th Anniversany
celebration, participating in the wreath ceremaony on
mMermarial Day and Veterans day, visiting the local
Yeterans hospital, and having an essay and colaring
contest with the local elementary schools and having
an awards ceremary with over 200 students and their
families. These were just some of the highlights this
unit did throughout the wear.  Congratulations to all
the units that shovwed their support and to the
winner. .. Wond! Arrazing Johl

[ 1eft the meeting feeling very inspired to share these
ideas with both my local unit and with you, |
encourage everyone to get together with their units
and share ideas and make an effort to continue
supporting the Americanism program.  Whether it is
through an essay contest, placing flags, participating
in YWeterans celebrations, | think we can all show our
suppart and thanks to the men and wormen who have
sarved.

[ thank you far all your wanderful and amazing efforts.
God Bless each and every ane of youl.



StatigII &?Irév?gtlon

Thisyear's State Corwention was held in San Diego. We were
wery honored that Mational Commander Susan Miller was aur
guest. During our tirme together, she helped answer mamy
procedural guestions During her addressto our SEC and
guests, we playved a Q&% game inwhich participants could
demongrate their knowdedge of DAVA policies and
procedures Winners were awarded with various pins.

ar. Vice Commander John A b edvioy awarded cerrificates to
over a dozen unitswho made or exceeded membership guota
for 2013-14. Susan Romero fram Linit #1 57 was recognized by
Mational for her exceptional wark in recruiting new members.
For the firstyear in many yvears, our state departrment met our
hational membership guaota. Thank you all who recruited and
joined our department!

Funnight featured a 70's era hand and camival booths. Some

people even dud deep into their closets and dressed for the
occassion!

We are thiilled to announce that Commander Mary Lou
Calchwell and Sr. Vice Commander John AL Midvidoy were
glected to second terms! Wewelcome Samantha Galliher to
the line as Jr. Wice Commander!




Thoughts About Togetherness
Julie Weissman5Steinbaugh, P5C, Adjuiant, HEC

LeeAnn Karg, our newdy elected Mational
Commander, has made "Together as One" her
theme thisyear. State Commander Mary Lo
Calchwvell's continued theme is"Pulling T ogether".
Although Leednn was our national guest last vear, |
don't think that she plagiarZzed These two wormen
areway too intelligent.

Instead, their themes speak to & hasic
arganizational truth. We are desperately in need of
“togetherness”. The MerramWebster online
dictionary defines the word together as, "with each
ather" or "in ar into one group, mixture, piece, ete.”

Sadly, our Departrment has marny Units on hold arin
the mids of dishanding. Thisisthe nommin other
states aswell. Our heloved Auxiliany isinreal
danger. Inthis context, it is completely
understandable why our leaders are urging all of to
hand together.

The guestion at hand is how to put this call "to be
togethier” towork, Ona State level, | am proudto
hane bieen part of the team responsible for the

M ermorandumof Linderstanding hetween the DAY
and the DAV Auiliany. This historc agreement
outlines the internal operations of our groups. 1t
provides a framework to create a mare meaningful
partnership.

State DAV Adjiutant, Dan Contreras and | plan to
seelk out further ways to maximize our joint
recruitment and retention efforts. Currently, DAY
California offers its chapters an opportunity to send
tweo members to our State Convention through its
C-CAP program We should reach out to all these
participants to identify family members who would
benefit by Auilian membership. Once these
potential members are identified, we must b
them the irmportance of joining together in
supporting our weterans and ourselyes.

Ciowrll mwed page 5
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PSC Recognized for Her Tireless
Efforts

Alma Fowlkes, PSCwas awarded Honorahle

M ention for 2014 PAST MATIOMAL
COMMAMNDERS' AWARD DaNA OUTSTANDI MG
MEMEER OF THE YEAR.

Alma has been an active and Lifetime member of
LInit #123 for almost 50 yvears. She has been the
WANVS chairman for the DAV Auxiliarny for at least 16
wears. In addition she  served as the WAWYS
Executhe Chairperson for West Los Angeles

M edical Center Executive Board and Town Hall

M eeting. Along with her deputies she provides
entertainment and fruit to the patients in the Mursing
Home at West Los Angeles Medical center, The also
serve as Hostesses for the Fisher House when they
have events. She provides gifts to patients an
Yeterans Day, serves Pop Corn, assists with
refreshiments at patient activities hosted by other WA
arganizations

Alma has paricipated in countless community
service projectswhich benefit all areas of society.
She cofounded the Ywonne B Burke Senior and
Community Center in 2008 as a non profit
community center serving disadvantaged
populations in South Los Andgeles She pushed the
project form the selection of the plot of land to the
completion and occupation of the building. She was
heser too proud to rall up her sleeves and wark, She
isapeople person whois ahle to mothkate people to
greater achievement.

Qur Department istruly blessedto count Alima as
ane of our cnl



:  Near bership Cowtinued o page 2
hextyear. First, effective immediately, the nunoer of
members present for guorum has been changed
fromm five to four, and one member must be the
Commander ar Senior Yice. The next change,
gffective 01 July 2014, Junior mermiers swill no
l[onger need to pay fees until the age of 18, but
Juniorswill he encouraged to start pay ments
tovvard s Life membership. Once these payments are
started, the price for Life membership will be
locked-in, even if increases are made in age
categories inthe future. Finally, it was decided that
Annual memberships will be eliminated, also
gffective 01 July 2014, Also, life membership will
start with $20, with nearly unlimited length of tirme to
complete payments.

Togekrerme = Comtinued fow page

It iz titne, actually way pasd time, for Auxiliany
members to dedicate ourselves to "togetherness”l
Firsthy, as individuals, [et's commit ourselves to
seeking out disabled veterans and their families to
ask to padicipate in our activities. Secandly, | call
Lpan Linit leadership to follow sy our State
Department's lead iy mending any broken fences
with wour Chapter if they exist. Thirdly, sweork; with
DAY members to rebuild our amazing

arganiz ations.

Cnly together will we continue our service to
dizabledveterans and their families
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Chaplain’s Corner
Betiy Quintana, Chaplain

Hitoall ey DAY and Auiliany members. We
haw e just returned from Las Vegas from
attending the DAV Mational Convention. The
Convertionwas ven infonmative. We need
to continue to pray for our government and
their decisions they are making for aur VA
gy sterm, 50 our Veterans can get the proper
care that iz needed. May we pray each day
forwarld peace and for the active duby
members that are in harm'sway. God Bless
woLl all.

O

What are National Mandates?

Each mermbership yvear, national headguarters shall
withhold the surm of twenty five dallars (§25.000 from
gach unit's per capita distribution to cover the
hational mandates in order for the unit to be eligitle
to wote at a national corvention.



National Convenhon 2014

Las Vegas, N




Financial Hardship Assistance

DEPARTNEHT OF CALIFORHIA AUXILIARY

VETERAHNS FUHD:

F'FI:I‘-.-'IdE.'S a u:une-tlme gr‘ant up to Eﬂ IIIIIIIII 1o pay hillz.
' 1,

HATIOHAL DAVA SERVICE SUPPORT FUHD:

Azzigz thoze who find they are temporarnily unable to meet
outaanding financial obligdions such az Wtility hills,
motgage pavments, hospitd hillz, etc. Thiziz a onedime
gr‘ant u:uf up to $1,000.

Resol

Scholarships

STATE OF CALIFORHIA DISABLED ANMERICAHN
VETERAHNS AUZILARY SCHOLARSHIP;
Prosicles financial sssistance for book s,

hitp: fdava-ca com fservices him Deadline: May 1, 2015

DISABLED ANMERICAH VETERAHS AUZILIARY
HATIOHAL EDUCATIOH SCHOLARSHIF FUHD:
Amount of & scholarship can be upto, but not more than
1500 per vear for & maximum of 3 vears. Deadline:
I'u'hn:h 15, 2“15

Jes=ze Brown Scholarship

ft recognizes outatanding voung wolurteers who give of
theirtime by awarding annud scholarships that may be
LEE:thI u::n:untlr'ue their educdion.

Elected & Appointed Officers

: Judge Advocate

COMMANDER Adjutant ) Alma Fowlkes, PSC
Mary Lou Caldwell Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Uit #1423
Uinit #19 PSC (3107 4104548
{626) 355-8941 Unit #7

(510) 926-2520 ;

HEC Representative

John Metvigy IREASURER ;lél::EMmsman-Etanhmgh,
Unit #157 June McJunKin Unit #7
{661) J66-6666 Unit #6

(530) 673-3850 (510) 926-2520
JBVICE COMMANDER

- Al TERHNATE NEC

Samantha Galliher CHAPLAIN ;
Unit #2 Betty Quintana Melissa Valdez
(530) 876-0306 Unit #92 Unit #12

{760y 243-3032

ME09Y 338234
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Davas DEPT OF CALIFORMIA
13733 E Rosectratis &-e

aatte FeSprings CA 30670

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

MIDWINTER CONFERENCE

January 23-24, 2015
Doubletree

1 Doubletree O,
Fohnert Pards, CA 94928
(707) 584-2466

DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

June 10-13, 2015
Feppermill Fesort & Casino
2707 S Virginia St

Fenao, MY 89502

(f75) 846-2121




